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LESSON 1: California Gold Rush Hunt

Engaging Opener
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The California Gold Rush (1848–1855) began on January 24, 1848, when gold was found by James W. Marshall at Sutter's Mill, in Coloma, California. News of the discovery brought some 300,000 people to California from the rest of the United States and abroad. Of the 300,000, approximately half arrived by sea and half came overland. The gold-seekers, called "Forty-niners" (as a reference to 1849), often faced substantial hardships on the trip. While most of the newly arrived were Americans, the Gold Rush attracted tens of thousands from Latin America, Europe, Australia, and China. At first, the Forty-niners retrieved the gold from streams and riverbeds using simple techniques, such as panning. More sophisticated methods of gold recovery were later adopted in California, making it easier to mine the gold.
Today, we are going to do our own Gold Hunt. Much like the Forty-niners of the time, you will be assigned into one of the following three groups. You will need to follow the specific rules.

Anglos or White Miners: The White gold miners were often the first to show up to the site. As a result, they didn’t look too carefully, because the Gold was plentiful and because their fellow Whites ran the government of California. If you are assigned to this group, you should simply wander around the class looking everywhere. If the Latinos are more successful than you at finding gold, you start spreading rumors that the Latinos are bandidos or bandits (refer to the Legend of Joaquin Murrieta) who have only stolen their gold and you and the other White men should attack them and steal their gold.

Latino Miners: Latinos (primarily Californios, Mexicans, and Chileans) were the second group to arrive. They were more skilled than the Whites, because in their home nations they were already miners. At the same time they faced discrimination from the Whites who ran the government of California. You should stay at least 10 feet away from any of the Whites, but you should also focus in on a specific area of the room and only spend you time in that area scouring over every crevice. By doing this, your hard work is much more likely than the methods of the Whites to find Gold.

Chinese Miners: The Chinese miners were actually banned by the Whites from mining new land. You must then only look for gold in places that the Whites have finished looking in. So, for you there will be a 3 minute delay to start. However, you are much more careful than the Whites and Latinos. Search hard in places no one is looking and it is almost assured you will find more gold than the other groups.
After the activity, we will discuss how it felt to be in each group. We will also list the advantages and disadvantages of each group:

Whites:

Advantages

Disadvantages

Latinos:

Advantages

Disadvantages

Chinese:

Advantages

Disadvantages
Inquiry
Inquiry Question: Should the California Gold Rush be remembered for its opportunity or its inequality? 

Recommended Resource: American Experience: The Gold Rush (PBS 2006)

Source 1: Lease agreement between John A. Sutter & James Wilson Marshall and the Yalesummi Tribe. February 4, 1848.
On January 18, 1848, John Sutter and several men constructing a sawmill discovered a rich vein of gold in Coloma Valley, California. This is the lease agreement with the local Yalesummi Tribe. It was drafted on January 1, but it was not until February 4 (11 days after gold was discover) that Sutter hurriedly met with the Yalesummi tribe to sign it. The Yalesummi granted a three-year lease to Sutter for land on the American River in exchange for about $100 in clothing and other assorted items. This document set the pattern for aggressive (and sometimes forced) negotiation of Indian land cessions following the discovery of precious metals in the West.

Colule and all of their (Yalesummi) heirs and assigns they Sutter and Marshall paying the fair reasonable price for the Mill and buildings that may be put on the site by them. 

In the Witness whereof the [ ] of the first and second part set their names and seals, done this the fourth day of February in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty eight.

Pupuli chief      X (his mark) 

Gesu chief      X (his mark) 

Colule alcalde      X (his mark) 

Lole alcalde      X (his mark) 

J.A. Sutter

James Marshall

Source 2: Unsigned letter of John A. Sutter to Governor R. B. Mason.

New Helvetia (New Switzerland), February 22, 1848.

I have taken the liberty of sending for your approval articles of agreement made by Marshall and myself with the Yalesummy tribe of Indians… The settlement will be of great benefit to the Indians by protecting them against the wild tribes above them, furnishing them with food, clothing, etc. and teach them habits of industry.

NOTE: Sutter never makes mention of the gold found on the site. This lease was rejected by Colonel R. B. Mason, the military governor of California, who reasoned that "the United States do not recognize the right of Indians to sell or lease lands on which they reside," essentially allow Sutter and Marshall to take the land for free. 
Source 3: Account of Sutter. San Francisco Pacific News. October 9, 1849.
Sutter's account of Marshall's momentous visit to his fort after finding gold that appeared in San Francisco Pacific News.

…suddenly all my misgivings were put at an end by his [Marshall] flinging on the table a handful of scales of pure virgin gold. I was fairly thunderstruck and asked him to explain what all this meant. I accompanied Marshall to Coloma and found gold by picking out with a small knife a lump of gold from a dry gorge. Oro! Oro! Oro! (Oro is gold in Spanish)

Source 4: Sutter’s Mill in Coloma, California
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Source 5: San Francisco after the Gold Rush (circa 1851)





Source 6: Salem & California Trading & Mining Expedition. February 15, 1849

The company, composed of 63 men, sailed out of Salem, Massachusetts on March 19, 1849, on the ship La Grange. The ship was later hauled up to Sacramento and converted into a prison. In 1849 alone, 124 mining companies set out from Massachusetts.
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Source 7: Political Cartoon: Independent Gold Hunter on His Way to California. Circa 1850.

The gold mania of 1848 and 1849 inspired a number of satirical cartoons such as this comical print. The gold hunter is loaded down with every conceivable appliance much of which would be useless in California. The prospector wryly states: "I am sorry I did not follow the advice of Granny and go around the Horn, through the Straights, or by Chagres [Panama].” 
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Source 7: Gum Shan Meets El Dorado; Head of Auburn Ravine. Circa 1852

This quarter plate captures a moment of international cooperation whereby a team of three Caucasians are working a sluicing operation alongside a team of four Chinese. The image is one of the earliest photographs to show Chinese miners. By the end of 1848, only seven Chinese were known to be in California. By the mid 1850s, over 20,000 made a living in the gold country which they called Gum Shan (gold mountain).
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Source 9: J. B. Gilman [master] and Thomas Gilman [slave]. Signed bill of sale. August 17, 1852

This document records the freedom of Thomas Gilman from J. B. Gilman of Tennessee purchased for $1,000. Southerners brought approximately 200 to 300 slaves to work the mines, but California's admission as a free state helped terminate the practice. Many of those slaves were then forced to purchase they freedom with the profit they made from the mines.

I, J. B. Gillman, liberated and released Thomas, the said slave, from further servitude or bondage…. The 17th day of August 1852.

Source 10: A poster advertising the display of the supposed head of Murrieta in Stockton, CA. 1853.

 



Source 11: Imagine and Account of the Whites’ Raid on Little Chile Mining Camp. July 15, 1849.
“Down with the Chileans! Death to all of them!" was their war cry. Bullets went flying. Many people were wounded, almost all robbed of all their possessions. The place was sacked, the tents destroyed and fires set to everything that would burn. Many of the residents ran up the surrounding hills and some even took refuge aboard the ships anchored in the bay.



Source 12: Statistics on Prostitution

About 95% of the mining population was young and male. Female companionship was in high demand. Many of the 500 area saloons doubled as brothels, and up to 20% of the female population possibly earned their living as prostitutes (and they came from most ethnic groups, including the Anglos, French, Chinese, and Mexicans). However, many other women were shopkeepers and businesswomen, and some were even panning for gold in the fields with the men.
Source 13: Image of Chinese male in San Francisco. Circa 1860. 
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LESSON 2: Zoot Suit Riots 

Engaging Opener

Zoom-In Activity: In this activity, the teacher will slowly reveal different parts of a picture. As the teacher reveals the next portion, she or he should ask students to make deductions based on the image. Students should try to figure out what is happening in the picture by using context.
Some questions to ask:
What do you notice about the people pictured? 

What race or ethnicity may they identify with?

What does their clothing reveal about where they may be?

What does their facial expressions reveal about their mindset?

Where do you think they are?

Reveal 1
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Reveal 2
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Reveal 3
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Inquiry
Inquiry Question: How should we remember the Zoot Suit Uprisings (often called the Zoot Suit Riots)?
Recommended Resource: American Experience: Zoot Suit Riots (PBS 2001)

Source 1: National News Article About Zoot Suits

“The Suit” from Newsweek Magazine on June 21, 1943 

The zoot suit is distinctly something from the bottom drawer. Its origin is obscure although when its main features – the pegged trousers and the long coat – resemble those of suits of the early 1900's. Its creation has been attributed variously to a Negro busboy in Georgia, and to costumes Clark Gable wore in "Gone With the Wind." But no one actually knows – or can prove – where the zoot suit started. Harlem is its acknowledged gate to popularity, however, and there has flourished in all its glory the reat pleat, drape shape and stuff cuff. The War Production Board virtually banned it in March 1942, when it restricted the amount of material to be used in men's clothes, but the zoot suit has continued to thrive- mainly through the diligence of bootleg tailors.

As one result of the Los Angeles outbreak, the Federal government cracked down on this illicit trading in zoot suits. The War Frauds Division got an injunction forbidding one shop to sell any of the 800 zoot suits in stock. Claiming that the shopkeeper had contributed to "hoodlumism," agents said they had found that great numbers of zoot coats and pants were being made in New York and Chicago. The question thus was whether the zoot suit could survive assaults by both the government and its men in uniform.

Source 2: Los Angeles Times Report on Sailors Being Harassed

“Navy Men Taunted,” LA Times, June 9, 1943

Yesterday's incidents in the zoot war included insults hurled at Navy men in the Chavez Ravine area.... After shouting taunts and abuse mixed with dire threats, the youths sped away. Earlier in the day police reported that Donald J. Jackson, 20-year-old sailor, had been knifed by a gang of youths at First St. and Evergreen Ave. shortly after noon, while his companion, James R. Phelps, 19, another sailor, escaped injury by fleeing. The attack was reported to the Hollenbeck Heights police, who began a roundup of suspects in the vicinity. Jackson received a five-inch cut in the stomach and a slight cut on the head and was treated at the Georgia Street Receiving Hospital, where his condition was said to be serious.

Shortly after, D. A. Mainhurst, 23, a sailor who had just reached the city from San Diego, reported to Newton St. police that he was beaten and kicked by a gang of zoot suiters at Central Ave. and Olympic Blvd. as he was waiting for a bus.... He told police that about eight men attacked him from behind, knocked him down and kicked him. He escaped and took refuge in a service station, from which the gangsters dragged him and began beating him when nearby residents came to his rescue and the gang fled.

Phelps and Jackson said they were walking peaceably along the street at First St. and Evergreen Ave. when at least 15 zoot suiters jumped from auto-mobiles and attacked them, slashing Jackson… 

Source 3: Los Angeles Examiner Report on Mexican Americans Being Harassed
On June 3, 1943, about eleven sailors got off a bus and started walking along Main Street in Downtown Los Angeles. At some point they ran into a group of young Mexicans dressed in zoot suits and got in a verbal argument. It was then that the sailors stated that they were jumped and beaten by this gang of zoot suiters. When the LAPD responded to the incident, many of them off duty officers, they called themselves the Vengeance Squad and went to the scene “seeking to clean up Main Street from what they viewed as the loathsome influence of pachuco gangs.” The next day, 200 members of the U.S. Navy got a convoy of about 20 taxi cabs and headed for East Los Angeles. When the sailors spotted their first victims, most of them 12-13 year old boys, they clubbed the boys and adults that were trying to stop them. They also stripped the boys of their zoot suits and burned the tattered clothes in a pile. They were determined to attack and strip all minorities that they came across who were wearing zoot suits.

Source 4: Eyewitness Account of Journalist Carey McWilliams

Marching through the streets of downtown Los Angeles, a mob of several thousand soldiers, sailors, and civilians, proceeded to beat up every zoot suiter they could find. Pushing its way into the important motion picture theaters, the mob ordered the management to turn on the house lights and then ran up and down the aisles dragging Mexicans out of their seats. Streetcars were halted while Mexicans, and some Filipinos and Negroes, were jerked from their seats, pushed into the streets and beaten with a sadistic frenzy.
Source 5: Report By A Police Officer About Mexican Americans

Grand Jury Report from Lt. Ed Duran Ayres (Los Angeles Sheriff Department)

[This recent crime wave is not] in any way biological—for reasons one can quite understand, pride of race, nationality, etc., but the fact remains that the same factors, discrimination, lack of recreation facilities, economics, etc., have also always applied to the Chinese and Japanese in California, yet they have always been law abiding and have never given our authorities trouble... On the other hand, among the Filipinos crime of violence in proportion to their population is quite prevalent, and practically all of it over women... we also have a biological aspect, to which the contributing factors are the same as in respect to the Mexican—which only aggravates the conditions, as to the two races… Again let us repeat; the hoodlum element as a whole must be indicted as a whole. The time to rehabilitate them is both before and after the crime has been committed, as well as during his incarceration, but it appears useless to turn him loose without having served a sentence ... It is just as essential to incarcerate every member of a particular [Hispanic] gang, whether there be 10 or 50, as it is to incarcerate one or two of the ringleaders.

Source 6: Letter Sent by a Convicted Latino after the Zoot Suit Riots

Letter from Henry Leyvas to Alice McGrath, Los Angeles, 1-13-1943. 
Henry Leyvas wrote this note to a friend the day after being sentenced to life in prison for incidents related to the Zoot Suit Riots – a conviction that would later be overturned on appeal.

Dear Alice,
I hope you will pardon me for this very short letter, but I hope you will understand my feelings. As you know the outcome of my trial, I will not go into the details. I am sorry that things turn out the way they did as I had very rozy expectations for the future. Did you ever make a castle out of sand or mud when you was a very small girl in pigtails and took much pains and trouble to erect it and all of a sudden a bigger kid came over and destroyed it for you? Well my feelings are somewhat similar? It seems like the whole world just folded up on me, and there is nothing I can do about it. I only hope that our friendship will be on the same par as before. I don't know what else to write excepting of course to thank you again for your kind interest and your very nice letters. Until I hear from you again I will remain…

Respectfully,

Henry
Source 7: Letter from Chicano (Mexican American) Youth Group
YOUTH COMMITTEE for the DEFENSE OF MEXICAN AMERICAN YOUTH

1700 East 22nd Street, Los Angeles (in care of Mrs. Telles)

Dear Mr. Wallace:

We are writing you this letter because we heard you speak on the 16th of September here in Los Angeles, and we feel you should know about the bad situation facing us Mexican boys and girls and our whole Spanish-speaking community. What you said on that day was the truth, and you made us all think and wonder why everything around us was different than it should be.

On the very day you spoke there were 24 Mexican American boys accused of first degree murder. These 24 boys come from our neighborhood. In our neighborhood there are no recreation centers and the nearest movie is about a mile away, We have no place to play so the Police are always arresting us. That's why most of the boys on trial now have a record with the Police, from suspicion even up to robbery. A lot of the boys worked in Defense plants and have brothers in Australia fighting under Gen. MacArthur. Our folks work in some defense plants if they are citizens, but if they are not citizens they don't get jobs even though Mexico is in the war too. Our mothers and fathers would like to help in the Red Cross and Civilian Defense but they cannot because it's all in English. There is still a lot of discrimination in theaters and swimming pools and the Police are always arresting us and searching us by the hundreds when all we want to do is go into a dance or go swimming or just stand around and not bother anybody. They treat us like we are criminals just by being Mexicans or of Mexican descent. The newspapers have made us look like criminals too. They make fun of zoot suits and use the word "Mexicans" like it was a dirty word… Discrimination is what hurts the most, so help us with that particularly because discrimination is the thing that makes the other Americans divide from us. Maybe also you can ask the city to give us places to play. The other thing is to ask the Police to stop arresting us all the time and treat us like criminals because we are Mexican or of Mexican descent.

We don't like Hitler or the Japanese either.

We thank you very much.

Respectfully

(signed)
LESSON 3: Hurricane Katrina
Engaging Opener

1. MTV News Article: Students begin by reading the following news story…
	Impromptu Performance Outside Video Music Awards: Rapper Didn't Have Permit to Perform on Flatbed Truck Outside Radio City Music Hall.

by Jayson Rodriguez
MTV News
9/1/2006
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Mos Def was taken into custody and charged with disorderly conduct Thursday night after an unauthorized performance outside Radio City Music Hall during the Video Music Awards, police confirmed to MTV News. He was released early Friday (September 1) morning.

According to authorities, the rapper pulled up in front of the venue in a flatbed truck at around 10 p.m. for an impromptu show for the people gathered outside. An NYPD spokesperson said officers asked Mos Def and members of his entourage to shut down their operation due to crowd conditions and the overall safety of everyone involved.

It wasn’t clear whether Mos Def (real name: Dante Smith) ignored or refused the orders, the police spokesperson continued.

Sources close to the rapper said Mos Def was performing “Katrina Clap,” a freestyle indictment of the Bush administration’s slow response to last year’s hurricane victims in New Orleans.

After Mos Def arrived at Radio City Music Hall with his team in tow, the source said, officers on the scene approached the truck inquiring about a permit. When police were told a permit was in possession, officers let the one-song performance continue.

The source said additional officers then approached the rapper demanding the operation be shut down immediately. The order wasn’t communicated to Mos Def immediately, so the rapper didn’t end his performance right away, the source said. Police then began to arrest members of the rapper’s entourage, including his brother, according to the source. According to a statement released by Mos Def’s publicist on Friday, the rapper did not have a permit.

“Mos Def chose to use his voice to speak for those who are losing their own during this critical period of reconstruction,” the statement reads. “[He] was in the middle of performing and as soon as he was made aware of the police’s presence, he shut everything down. His staff and team were willing to comply as well but the police overreacted. Mos Def was not charged but given a summons for operating a sound-reproduction device without a permit, which he is going to contest.”

Members of Mos Def’s camp say they videotaped the incident and will publish it, possibly on a Web site, to shed light on their side of the confrontation.



2. Hip Hop Song: Next, teacher should write the words “dollar day” on the board. Ask students if they have heard this phrase before. Then, the teacher should reveal the dictionary definition. This should be followed by playing of the song “Dollar Day (Katrina Clap)” by Mos Def (also known as Dante Smith and Yasiin Bey) and students should be given the lyrics below. The radio edit of the song can be found at: http://www.spike.com/video-clips/4n1tcg/mos-def-dollar-day-katrina-klap
Dollar day: n. a day on which special low prices are offered. The term originated in the late 1940s in the United States.
"Dollar Day (Katrina Clap)"

by Mos Def
This is for the streets, the streets everywhere,

The streets affected by the storm called, America,

I’m doin’ this for ya’ll, as for me, for the Creator,
God save these streets,

One dollar per every human being,

Feel that Katrina Clap,

See that Katrina Clap,

Listen homie, 
It’s dollar day in New Orleans,

It’s where there water everywhere and people dead in the streets,

And Mr. President he ‘bout that cash,

He got a policy for handling the n***** and trash,

And if you poor, you black,

I laugh a laugh, they won’t give when you ask,
You better off on crack, dead or in jail, or with a gun in Iraq,

And it’s as simple as that,

No opinion my man it’s mathematical fact,
Listen, a million poor since 2004,

And they got illions and killions to waste on the War,
And make you question what the taxes is for,

Or the cost to reinforce the broke levee wall,
Tell the boss he shouldn’t be the boss anymore,

God save these streets,

One dollar per every human being,
Feel that Katrina Clap! See that Katrina Clap!
God save these streets, 
Quit being cheap n***** freedom ain’t free,
Feel that Katrina Clap! See that Katrina Clap!
Lord have mercy,
Lord God God save our souls,

God save our souls, God,
God save our souls,

Lord God God save our souls,
God save our soul soul soul,

Soul survivor,

It’s dollar day in New Orleans,
It’s where water everywhere and babies dead in the streets,

It’s enough to make you holler out,
Like where the f*** is Sir Bono and his famous friends now,

Don’t get it twisted man I dig U2,
But if you ain’t about the ghetto,

Then f*** you too,
Who care bout rock n’ roll when babies can’t eat food,
Listen homie that s*** ain’t cool,
It’s like dollar day for New Orleans,

It’s where the water everywhere and homies dead in the streets,

And Mr. President’s a natural ass,
He out treating n***** worse than they treat the trash,

God save these streets,

One dollar per every human being,
Feel that Katrina Clap! See that Katrina Clap!

God save these streets,
Quit being cheap, n***** freedom ain’t free!

Feel that Katrina Clap! See that Katrina Clap,
Soul survivor, Lord God God save our soul,

God save our souls, God, God save our soul,
Lord God God save our soul, God save our soul God God save us,

Lord did not intend for the wicked to rule the world,

Say God did not intend for the wicked the rule the world,

God did not intend for the wicked to rule the world,

And even when they knew it’s a matter of truth, before they wicked ruling is through,

God save these streets,
Dollar day for New Orleans,

God save these streets, 
Quit being cheap homie freedom ain’t free,
God save these streets, 
One dollar per every human being,

Feel that Katrina Clap! See that Katrina Clap!
God save these streets, 
Quit being cheap n***** freedom ain’t free!

Feel that Katrina Clap! Ghetto Katrina Clap!
Soul survivor, Lord God God save our souls,
God save God save our souls,

Feel that Katrina Clap!
Let’s make them dollars stack!

And rebuild these streets, 
God save these streets,
God save these streets, 
God save the soul,

Feel that Katrina Clap! See that Katrina Clap!
Soul survivor,

Don’t talk about it, 
Be about it, 
Peace.
Discussion:

What is the message of Mos Def’s song? What is his perspective on the government’s reaction to Hurricane Katrina? To the victims of the hurricane? Do you agree or disagree with his perspective?
Inquiry

Inquiry Question: Was racism the main factor in the government’s inept response in the days during and after Hurricane Katrina?
Recommended Resource: When the Levees Broke: A Requiem in Four Acts (HBO 2006) and associated teachers guide (www.teachingthelevees.org)
Source 1: Imagine of the Storm: Hurricane Katrina (NOAA)
[image: image16.jpg]



Source 2: Images After the Storm
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As the hurricane moved on, the scale of the devastation in coastal areas became clear. Up to 80% of New Orleans was flooded.
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Two boys trying to escape the floodwaters of Hurricane Katrina.
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Residents forced onto a rooftop to desperately seek help from passing rescue helicopters.
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Hurricane Katrina victims wait for transportation outside the Louisiana Superdome in New Orleans.
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Man driven from his home by Hurricane Katrina carries an unconscious boy past a row of National Guardsmen outside the Superdome in New Orleans, Louisiana, where many residents took shelter when the storm hit the Gulf Coast on August 29th, 2005.

Source 3: Media Portrayal of Aftermath
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Two photographs of New Orleans residents wading through chest-deep water unleashed a wave of criticism about whether Black people were being treated fairly in the media coverage. One of the images (left), shot by photographer Dave Martin for the Associated Press, shows a young Black man wading through chest-deep waters with a caption including “looting” a grocery store. In the other, similar shot (right), taken by photographer Chris Graythen for AFP/Getty Images, a White man and a light-skinned woman are shown wading through chest-deep water with caption including “finding” goods in a grocery store.
Source 4: Map: Racial Characteristics of Flood Areas
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Source 5: Political Cartoon
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Source 6: Public Opinion Polls After Katrina
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52 ■ Teaching The Levees: A Curriculum for Democratic Dialogue and Civic Engagement



they support human resilience in the face of disaster? Perspec-
tives on whether there is hope for the region and the country 
can be discussed through consideration of these ideas, along 
with the images and perspectives found in the documentary. 
This culminating program seeks to help participants in these 
discussions to articulate the potential for Hurricane Katrina 
and the breaching of the levees to shape a positive future.



Materials Used in the Program
Film footage, discussion questions, and three handouts:



1. “Wading Towards Home”
2. “Black New Orleans More Hopeful for City’s Recovery”
3. “Buzzwords”



Activities Before Viewing the Documentary
Post the following quote:



No man is an island, entire of itself; . . . any man’s death 
diminishes me, because I am involved in mankind; and 
therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls 
for thee.



—John Donne, Meditation XVII



Refl ect on and discuss the meanings of the words and their 
relevance to viewers and those affected by Katrina.



D Have you ever been in a disaster you considered 
devastating?



HANDOUT 5
Program 4 of Adult Curriculum (continued )



Most Closely Followed News Stories 1986–2005



 Very Fairly
 % %



Challenger disaster (7/86)* 80 16
9/11 terrorist attacks (9/01) 74 22
San Francisco earthquake (11/89) 73 22
High price of gasoline (9/05) 71 19
Rodney King verdict & riots (5/92) 70 22
Hurricane Katrina (9/05) 70 21



Crash of TWA fl ight 800 (7/96) 69 23
Girl trapped in Texas well (10/87)* 69 21
H.S. shooting in Littleton, CO (4/99) 68 24
End of Persian Gulf War (3/91) 67 25
Hurricane Andrew (9/92) 66 27



Floods in the Midwest (8/93) 65 27
Sniper shootings in D.C. (10/02) 65 26
Northridge/L.A. earthquake (1/94) 63 31
Situation in Iraq (5/03) 63 29



* Asked as part of news stories covered over the past year. 
All others asked as part of news stories covered over this 
past month. [Note: Report date September 8, 2005.]



Questions for Discussion



D How did many citizens judge the response of the govern-
ment to Katrina? What other issues do these statistics raise?



A Racial Response to the Disaster



 White Black
Personal reactions . . . % %



Have felt depressed 55 73
Have felt angry 46 70
Have a close friend/relative 22 43



To get relief efforts moving



Bush did all he could 31 11
Could have done more 63 85
Don’t know 6 4



Federal gov’t response



Excellent/Good 41 19
Only fair/Poor 55 77
Don’t know 4 4



State & local gov’t response



Excellent/Good 41 46
Only fair/Poor 51 48
Don’t know 8 6



People who stayed behind



Wanted to stay 32 16
Didn’t have a way to leave 58 77
Don’t know 10 7



People taking things 
during the fl ooding were . . .



Ordinary people surviving 38 57
Criminals taking advantage 37 21
Both/Depends (vol.) 20 17
Don’t know 5 5



Acts of violence 
during the fl ooding were . . .



Ordinary people who were desperate 38 57
Criminals taking advantage 37 21
Both/Depends (vol.) 20 17
Don’t know 5 5
Number of cases (712) (211)



Times-Picayune staff photo by Jennifer Zdon











Source 7: U.S. Government Report on Katrina Relief
“Hurricane Katrina: What Government Is Doing”
U.S. Department of State Document
August 29th marks the 1-year anniversary of Hurricane Katrina battering the Gulf Coast of the United States. Katrina, followed by Rita one month later, were two of the most intense hurricanes ever recorded in the nation’s history. The storms had a massive physical impact on the land, affecting 90,000 square miles–an area the size of Great Britain. Over 80 percent of the city of New Orleans flooded–an

area seven times the size of Manhattan. More than 1.5 million people were directly affected and more than 800,000 citizens were forced to live outside of their homes–the largest displacement of people since the great Dust Bowl migrations of the 1930s. Since the storms hit, government, private and voluntary organizations have worked in concert to help rebuild the region. President Bush continues to follow through with the Federal commitment to do what it takes to help residents of the Gulf Coast rebuild their lives in the wake of this disaster, with $110.6 billion in Federal aid alone going towards relief, recovery and rebuilding efforts.
Source 8: Photograph: “USA Talk About Race & Poverty”
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Introduction
Margaret Smith Crocco



In his acceptance speech for the Nobel Peace Prize in 1986, Elie 
Wiesel concluded his remarks by referring to suffering people 
everywhere in the world:



What all these victims need above all is to know that they 
are not alone; that we are not forgetting them, that when 
their voices are stifl ed we shall lend them ours, that while 
their freedom depends on ours, the quality of our freedom 
depends on theirs.



The miseries experienced by citizens of the Gulf States as a 
result of Hurricane Katrina on August 29, 2005, were felt 
widely, both inside and outside the United States. The cata-
strophic breaching of the levees resulted in seventeen hundred 
people dead or missing in New Orleans. It is now understood 
that the extent of this loss had a great deal to do with human 
failure.1 The recognition that the chief victims of this disaster 
were our most vulnerable “neighbors” has challenged our sense 
of who we are as a nation.



In this curriculum project, educators from Teachers College, 
Columbia University, hope to encourage democratic dialogues 
and civic engagement about the issues raised by the events 
associated with Hurricane Katrina, as so artfully illuminated 
by Spike Lee’s fi lm, When the Levees Broke: A Requiem in Four 
Acts. In February 2007, When the Levees Broke won the George 
Polk Award for television documentary, one of the most pres-
tigious awards given in journalism. We are honored to be asso-
ciated with this magnifi cent fi lm and its courageous effort to 
write the history of this tragic event.



In the spirit of the fi lm, the authors of this curriculum are 
animated by a collective conviction that, as Americans and 
human beings, we must address the issues of race and class 
unveiled in the aftermath of this storm. We must consider 
more effective ways to make our poor, aged, and disenfran-
chised citizens less vulnerable to calamity while recognizing 
that we are all vulnerable. First and foremost, “we the people” 
must understand better what we can and should expect—or 
not—from our government, our neighbors, and ourselves in 
dealing with the countless modern threats to “life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness.”



The historical essay and curriculum units that comprise this 
book are designed to stimulate serious deliberation about the 
meaning of Hurricane Katrina and the breach of the levees. Dis-
cussions of race and class are often avoided in American schools, 
colleges, and communities. With this curriculum, we hope to 



stimulate dialogue about these tough issues by posing the ques-
tions: Who are we as a country? What kind of country do we 
want to be?



Goals of the Curriculum
The goals of the curriculum are:



■ Students will understand the many dimensions of govern-
mental, communal, and personal responsibility implicated 
in situations of disaster.



■ Students will develop a sense of empathy with victims of 
Hurricane Katrina, recognizing that all Americans are vul-
nerable to disasters of one form or another.



■ Students will develop skills related to the process of demo-
cratic dialogue about controversial issues, especially race 
and class, as well as the ability to articulate judgments 
about where they stand based on evidence.



■ Students will use their new knowledge and skills to get 
involved in their communities to improve the common 
good.



In enacting these goals, we aim to be provocative, asking 
readers to consider launching their use of the curriculum with 
discussion of the following statement:



In sum, Katrina provides an unprecedented opportunity to 
communicate that “racism” is not just a matter of the psy-
chology of hatred but is instead also a matter of the racial 
structure of political and economic inclusion and exclusion. 
This is one lesson from Katrina that social science should 
help communicate. (Gilman, 2005)



1The White House Katrina Report is a 520-page study of the govern-
ment’s response to Hurricane Katrina entitled A Failure of Initiative.
See http://www.whitehouse.gov/reports/katrina-lessons-learned/



Maureen Grolnick



“USA TALK ABOUT RACE & POVERTY,” Lower Ninth Ward, New Orleans, 
February 2007











Lower Ninth Ward New Orleans, LA

 Source 9: Demographics: Pre- and Post-Hurricane Katrina




Source 10: Hurricane Katrina Death and Missing Persons Toll
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PROGRAM 3



Citizens’ Accountability for Their Own Safety



Guiding Questions



D Should private citizens be held accountable for what they 
did or did not do to save themselves or others? What is the 
difference between “civic duty” and heroism?



D Did the disaster following the breaching of the levees 
reveal major fault lines along race and class in New 
Orleans? Do those fault lines exist throughout American 
society?



D Did the coverage of Hurricane Katrina change views about 
race in America?



Note to Facilitator
Discussing race and class in America is not easy. In a multira-
cial, multiethnic group, participants often become either polar-
ized or silent. Hurricane Katrina, as Wynton Marsalis notes, 
provided a “signature moment” for looking at America’s racial 



and class inequities. In this program, participants are encour-
aged to ask why so many of the people most vulnerable to the 
hurricane were Black. The focus is intended to expand the con-
versation about race and class in this country.



Materials Used in the Program
Film footage, discussion questions, and two handouts:



1. “Racism—Fact or Faith?”
2. Concentrated Poverty in New Orleans



Activities Before Viewing the Film
Post the following quote:



You simply get chills every time you see these poor individu-
als . . . so many of these people . . . are so poor and they are 
so Black, and this is going to raise lots of questions for people 
who are watching this story unfold.



—Wolf Blitzer on CNN, September 1, 2005



If they watched the hurricane story unfold on television, ask 
participants to discuss what they recall about the images they 



HANDOUT
Program 2 of Adult Curriculum



Katrina’s Toll
The Earth Institute at Columbia University is supporting a 
project compiling an online list of all Gulf Coast residents who 
died as a result of Katrina—both during the storm and as a 
result of conditions related to the storm. Review their results.



Katrina Death and Missing Persons Toll



Total records 1,837
Number of missing 564
Number of deceased 1,273



Number of John Does* 6
Number of Jane Does* 3
Number of Jane/John Does* 84



* Note: These names are used because 
bodies could not be identifi ed.



“Scientist Seeks Full Picture of Katrina’s Toll: 
Offi cial Count Fails to Accurately Measure 
Storm’s Impact, He Says”



—Excerpt from Associated Press, October 29, 2006



NEW YORK—For now the offi cial Hurricane Katrina death toll 
stands at 1,697.



But Columbia University geophysicist and earth scientist 
John Mutter believes the number is “well in excess of 2,000.”



Dr. Mutter isn’t just counting people who drowned in 
Katrina’s waters or were crushed because of the storm’s pow-
erful winds.



His count also would include the despondent evacuee 
who committed suicide, the looting suspect who was fatally 
shot and the dialysis patient who died because the storm 
interrupted treatment. . . .



Among the Gulf Coast states, there are no set criteria for 
counting victims. In Mississippi, for example, the 231 deaths 
are classifi ed as a direct result of the storm, said Reed O’Brien, 
a spokesman at that state’s Emergency Management Agency.



But in Louisiana, offi cials appear to classify deaths more 
fl uidly, counting indirect deaths, said Kristen Meyer, a spokes-
woman for the state Department of Health and Hospitals.



Dr. Mutter, who studies disparities in earthquake tolls in 
economically poor countries, said he was frustrated that he 
couldn’t get an accurate count.



“I’m not surprised in poor countries, but I was surprised 
that it would be diffi cult to get a good number” here, he said.



Questions for Discussion



D Do the statistics surprise you? What do you notice about 
them?



D What conclusions can you draw from the data presented?



Breakdown by Residence



New Orleans, LA 882
Gulfport, MS 9
Biloxi, MS 20
Houston, TX 2
Hancock Co., MS 16
Other 441



Breakdown by Race



African American 799
Caucasian 537
Hispanic 34
Native American 6
Asian/Pacifi c Islander 13
Other 0
No race specifi ed 443



Breakdown by Gender



Male 925
Female 807
No gender specifi ed 105



Breakdown by Age



Over 75 554
65–74 183
45–64 471
25–44 241
1–24 130
Less than 1 9
No age specifi ed 249











Source 10: Quotes About Hurricane Katrina Aftermath
“I thought I lived in America until shortly after Katrina.” -Karen Carter, Louisiana State Representative (D-New Orleans)

“When the storm came in—that blew away our citizenship too? What? We were’t American citizens anymore. … I thought that [refugee] was for folks that didn’t have a country—that didn’t have anywhere.” -Gralen Banks, Head of Security at the New Orleans Hyatt Hotel
“New Orleans is not New Orleans without the mix of people that were here before. And it would not be the kind of city that I think most people would treasure.” -C. Ray Nagin, New Orleans Mayor
“Without Black people New Orleans would be a bad version of Disneyland. The history and culture of New Orleans comes out of the suffering, the creativity of Black people. To have a New Orleans without Black people would be to have nothing.” -Calvin Mackie, lifelong resident of New Orleans
“There is no way to imagine America without New Orleans and this great city will rise again.” -George W. Bush, President of the United States
“I hate the way they portray us in the media. You see a black family, it says, 'They're looting.' You see a white family, it says, 'They're looking for food.' And, you know, it's been five days [waiting for federal help] because most of the people are black. … We already realize a lot of people that could help are at war right now, fighting another way—and they've given them permission to go down and shoot us! … [Mike Myers speaks] George Bush doesn't care about black people.” -Kanye West, Rapper
“You know, somebody needs to go to jail. Somebody needs to go to jail because those levees were never really maintained the way they should've been, and now it's too late.” -Unidentified New Orleans resident
“And it costs the people. Not just New Orleans and the 9th Ward, but the whole frickin' southeast Louisiana. It costs the people their homes and their lives. Whoever's responsible, I hope that they can sleep at night. I hope they can sleep at night knowing that they're the ones who's responsible.” -Unidentified New Orleans resident
